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Theory of 
Rhetorical. 
Priming 

Thought 
Language portrays the 
conscious conditions 
experienced by mind. 

InteriorThought 
First Person 
Inner Th inlying 
Think Positive 
Think Negative 

Considering Time 
Thinking Ahead 
Thinking Back 

Relations 
Language involves the 
reader with the w/riter's 
representation and with 
the linear text itself. 

Social Thought & Action 
Reasoning 
Share SociatTies 
Direct Activity 

Cueing Left to Right 
Interacting 
Notifying 
Linear Guide 

Description 
Language invokes senses 
of things learned of 
through the senses. 

Extended Space 
Word Picture 
Space Interval 
Motion 

Extended Time 
Past Events 
Time Interval 
Shifting Events 

FIGURE 4.1: Eighteen micro-rhetorical priming categories, 
organized by the three clusters (thought, relations, and de- 
scription) and six families of effect. (Adapted from Kaufer, 
Ishizaki, Butler & Collins, In Press, p. XX) 

ure 4.1 (p. 91). 

As described in the latest book (Kaufer et al., In Press), the hierar- 

chies of features bear some rough overlaps with ideas found in the works 

of rhetorician LA. Richards (1991a) and linguist M.A.K. Halliday (1994). 

The theory reflects Richards' important notion that much of English sepa- 

rates into concepts of inner thought and outer sense. An important deter- 

miner for a rhetorical action is whether it is mental action spawning from 

a mind (as in "I think fewer birds are singing") or outward action, pro- 


